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UM GRADUATE STUDENT RECEIVES SCHOLARSHIP 
MISSOULA -
Benjamin Bloch, a graduate student at The University of Montana, has been 
awarded the Thomas Leslie Wickes and Heloise Vinal Wickes Scholarship in the Fine 
Arts.
Bloch will use the $1,675 scholarship working toward master’s degrees in both 
fine arts and creative writing. "My interests in writing and painting have developed 
symbiotically," Bloch said. "Each practice benefits from my realizing the similarities 
and differences between expression in word and expression in image."
Dr. Thomas A. and Diana C. Wickes established the scholarship in memory of 
their son, Thomas Leslie Wickes, and Dr. Wickes’ mother, Heloise Vinal Wickes. 
Their son, who was talented in the fine arts, died in 1974. Heloise Vinal Wickes earned 
her journalism degree from UM in 1927 and later received her master’s degree in 
sociology from the University. She died in 1988.
Bloch plans to put both degrees to use in a career as a painter and arts educator.
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